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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN IN CONSTRUCTION AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE 
Statement by Minister for Women’s Interests 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Women’s Interests) [1.08 pm]: I rise today to inform the house 
that I recently had the privilege to attend the annual National Association of Women in Construction Awards for 
Excellence. The awards celebrate the achievements of WA women excelling in this male-dominated field. I have 
attended this event for the past five years and I am extremely encouraged by NAWIC’s continuous growth and 
unwavering commitment to educate and advocate for change in the construction industry. This year’s event was 
its biggest yet with over 650 people in attendance. Awards like these are a positive step to increase the visibility 
of women in construction and challenge perceptions about traditional gender roles. NAWIC is leading the way in 
advocating for the representation of women in the construction industry with a significant goal to have women 
make up 25 per cent of the industry by 2025. The construction industry remains one of the most male-dominated 
industries in Australia, with women making up just 13 per cent of the building and construction industry’s workforce 
and, of those, only two per cent are in trades. We need more women to work in historically male-dominated sectors 
and we need them to be treated with respect. In order to create safer workplaces for everyone, it is crucial that we 
increase women’s representation to create better outcomes. The construction industry is a key driver of our economy, 
making valuable contributions to jobs, investment and economic growth even when other sectors are struggling. Girls 
and women have every right to be afforded opportunities to build meaningful careers no matter what the industry. 
These awards are a positive step in the right direction in challenging the perceptions of traditional gender roles and 
empowering women to take up a career in the construction industry. 
I want to take this opportunity to congratulate all the prize winners and nominees for this event, and NAWIC for 
the important work it does in building an equitable construction industry in which women are able to fully participate. 
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